
August 18, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson stated she had 

additions of the swearing in of Jason Hastings at 11:00 a.m. along with discussion of replacement of James Brue as 

the County Data Practices Officer, 9:45 a.m. Kelly Kappes, Custodian, with information regarding the weeping birch 

and basswood trees that are not looking good, then at 11:15 a.m., Galen Cariveau, HR, with an update.  

Commissioner Redland also added a request from the Perley area beet growers following their meeting on lifting 

road restrictions during harvest, as he told them he would bring it to the board.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item of business was approval of the minutes for the July 21st board meeting.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to approve the minutes as written.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item of business was approval of the minutes of the Primary Canvassing Board held on August 12th.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of miscellaneous business was the Revised Joint Powers Agreement with Counties Providing 

Technology, CPT.  A/T Hanson noted the only change was under Article 2.3, that being the listing of the actual 

members involved in CPT, for clarification purposes.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 

revised Joint Powers Agreement with CPT.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of miscellaneous business was a request from A/T Hanson to abate the delinquent mobile home 

taxes on two mobile home parcels located in the mobile home park in Halstad, as the individuals have passed away 

in the past two years, and we have no recourse to collect the taxes.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 

abate the delinquent mobile home taxes on parcel 28-8000055 and 28-8000150.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson then asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills that were submitted 

electronically.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve payment of the bills as presented:  

Revenue - $45,957.37   E-911 - $14.78   Road & Bridge - $178,789.50 

Building - $17,592.00   County EDA - $3,469.97  Tax Forfeited - $ 855.00 

Public Health - $3,222.78   Solid Waste - $21,692.00  County Ditch - $425.00 

County Homes - $577.50   Airport Authority - $500.00 TOTAL - $ 273,095.90 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:15 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with regard to the severe weather event, June 20th-24th, 

and proposed a resolution Declaring a State of Emergency to include along with the Preliminary Damage 

Assessment for $16,000 in damages to Wild Rice Electric poles.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

adopt CR 08-18-2022 A Resolution Declaring a State of Emergency.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 

on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  The 

next item brought forward was a letter drafted to Governor Tim Walz with regard to the same severe weather 

event, requesting state disaster assistance in accordance with M.S. 12B.30.  Commissioner Redland made a motion 

to approve the letter to Governor Walz.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman 

Gunderson will sign the letter.   



The next item brought forward from Mr. Johanson was a letter to Governor Walz dealing with the April 12 severe 

storms and flooding across Norman County.  Norman County had declared a local emergency in response to this 

disaster, and submitted a Damage and Impact Assessment Report to the MN Dept of Public Safety, Division of 

Homeland Security and Emergency Management which indicated storm related damages in excess of $145,000.  As 

a result of the initial damage estimates, Norman County had requested HSEM to conduct a State Preliminary 

Damage Assessment (PDA) which was conducted on August 3, 2022, and revealed storm related costs and 

damages to public infrastructure of $277,370.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the letter to 

Governor Walz dealing with the April 12 severe storms and flooding.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Gunderson will sign the letter.   

The next item brought forward by Mr. Johanson was a FEMA meeting held yesterday, August 17th, with townships, 

WRWD and county and all entities were able to access the reporting portal and get their damages and information 

entered.  The meeting went about two and a half hours.  Mr. Johanson noted that Lee Township is requesting 

asphalt stretches on two roads as mitigation sites as they are chronically having flood damage.  Mr. Johanson is 

hopeful that FEMA will approve this as a solution to mitigation.   

At 9:30 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with a request to set the date for the Employee Expo on 

October 25th, to be held at the Ada Event Center.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to set the date for the 

Employee Expo as October 25, 2022, to be held at the Ada Event Center.   Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item brought forward by Mr. Stene was a letter of retirement after 32 years of service received from Kelly 

Kappes, stating his last day of employment will be November 30, 2022.  After some conversation and discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to accept the letter of resignation from Mr. Kappes after 32 years with thanks 

for his commitment and service and for giving the board some time to find a replacement.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion with regrets, and on vote there were 4 yeas and 1 nay coming from 

Commissioner Bommersbach.   

The next item brought forward by Mr. Kappes was discussion on the weeping birch tree on the east side of the 

courthouse grounds as well as a basswood tree along the alley on the west.  Mr. Kappes noted that he had 

received a quote from Carr’s Tree Service because he had noted them across the street a few days earlier and 

went to talk with them.  He noted he asked for a bid on trimming each tree and also a bid on removing each tree 

and relayed the costs for trimming at $450 for the birch and $225 for the basswood.  The cost of removing the 

birch was $1,250 including hauling with an additional $250 for stump grinding, and the cost for the basswood 

removal including hauling was $475 with additional $125 for stump grinding.  Mr. Kappes did note that Quincey 

Circo, certified arborist, with Carr’s Tree Service did recommend removal of both trees.  He noted the birch tree 

showed signs of bronze birch beetle and felt the tree would die regardless of trimming.  The board asked Mr. 

Kappes to try to get additional bids from Burley’s Tree Service as well as Wood Crazy who has done work for the 

county in the past, request proof of insurance with the company providing a certificate of insurance along with the 

bid, and bring them to the next board meeting.  Mr. Kappes will work on this.  

At 9:50 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, addressed the board regarding the hybrid position that had been created at the 

July 21st meeting for an Assessor Tech II/Appraiser I position which was approved at a salary of $24.77 per hour 

and was to be filled by Marti Sip.  It was brought to the attention of the payroll clerk as well as Human Resources 

that the approved salary rate was in error and the correct amount for this position should be $25.33 per hour.  The 

payroll clerk and Human Resources jointly recommend that the salary assigned to the hybrid position of Assessor 

Tech II/Appraiser I position be corrected to the amount of $25.33 per hour retroactive to August 1, 2022.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the correction to the amount of $25.33 per hour retroactive to 

August 1, 2022, for the Assessor Tech II/Appraiser I position.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Gunderson stated that we would hold the Tax Forfeiture Sale, thanked the crowd that had 

gathered, consisting of 8 bidders, and asked Commissioner Jacobson to serve as auctioneer.  A/T Hanson brought a 

slide show up on the large screen showing each of the houses available and Commissioner Jacobson began the 



bidding process on parcel 25-0291000, located at 12 Second St East in Ada.  Bidding began at the minimum of 

$2,000 and quickly climbed with an active group of bidders.  At the end, the high bid was for $21,000 and sold to 

Properties on 10, LLC.  Commissioner Jacobson then began the bidding process on parcel 25-0696000 with the 

minimum bid of $2,000 and received only one bid, and the property was sold for $2,000 to American Real Estate 

Recovery LLC.  Commissioner Jacobson thanked the bidders for a successful sale.  The sale ended at 10:10 a.m. and 

Chairman Gunderson called for a break to resume the meeting with Road & Bridge at 10:30 a.m. to stay on 

schedule with the agenda.   

At 10:30 a.m. Chairman Gunderson called the meeting back to order with Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, 

presenting his agenda.  The first item brought before the board was a ditch petition received from Steve Petry on 

behalf of Ada Elevator Company to allow them to use County Ditch 17 as an outlet to drain property in Section 35 

of Hegne Township that is currently not assessed into the ditch system.  After some discussion, Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to set a ditch hearing on October 4th at 10 a.m. as part of the regularly scheduled board 

meeting for the Ditch 17 petition.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The county 

engineer will provide more information to the board before the ditch hearing.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was to update the board on the informational meeting held with 

property owners regarding Ditch 7 which was held at the Twin Valley Community Center on August 3rd.  Engineer 

Berndt agreed to gather information regarding a possible redetermination of benefits.  Engineer Berndt did note 

that he had spoken with Bryan Murphy of H2Over viewers LLC in regard to redetermination of benefits for Ditch 7, 

and he noted that they generally figure about $4 per acre consulting cost for redetermination, and also noted that 

redetermination generally brings additional acres into the benefitted area of the ditch system.  Engineer Berndt 

also noted that Mark Christianson from NC Soil & Water District felt that there may be a possibility of some 

funding to help with fixing the erosion issue.  Commissioner Jacobson asked if there might also be some One 

Watershed One Plan funding that might be available to help with this issue.  Commissioner Bommersbach asked if 

the land owners were aware of this potential cost.  Engineer Berndt noted they were not at this time, as he had 

gathered this information following the meeting held in Twin Valley.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a construction update.  He began with an update on the CSAH 10 

Grading project, noting the grading is complete.  The fabric installation and gravel placement are now scheduled to 

start late next week.  Engineer Berndt also noted the work on the highway building is progressing with work on the 

footings started this week.  The CH 147 bridge replacement is now scheduled to start after Labor Day.   

At this time Commissioner Redland asked Engineer Berndt for input on the issue of lifting road restrictions during 

harvest.  Discussion ensued but no motion was brought forward.  Norman County will continue current policy.   

At 11:10 a.m. County Attorney, Jason Hastings, who was appointed to serve the remainder of James Brue’s term, 

was sworn in by A/T Hanson.  Attorney Hastings was then asked about serving as the Data Practices Officer as 

Attorney Brue had previously served in this capacity.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to appoint Attorney 

Jason Hastings as the Norman County Data Practices Officer effective August 17, 2022.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion ensued as to when Attorney Hastings became a Norman County employee, and it was determined 

through the staffing committee that his official date was August 2, 2022.  This information was to be provided to 

David Stene, CFO.  A/T Hanson noted that she could get that information to Mr. Stene.  Commissioners were also 

notified that Attorney Hastings could be reached by e-mail by just putting Jason.hastings@co.norman.mn.us the 

same as what was used for Attorney Brue.   

The next item of discussion with Attorney Hastings, was in regard to the property in Twin Valley that has forfeited 

to the State of Minnesota for non-payment of property taxes.  A/T Hanson explained that there were three 

parcels, which consist of a residential home and two parcels that comprise the Twin Valley Mobile Home Park.  

This has forfeited to the State after the four forms of service to the owners, and the board is wondering how to 

proceed.  Should we be notifying tenants of the park that lot rent should no longer be paid to Robert or Carlene 

Smith as former owners, do we need to evict the Smiths from their residences, and what about those who have 

lived there for many years and own their own mobile homes, but pay lot rent.  Additionally, there are mobile 
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homes owned by the Smiths that have tenants and those mobile homes have back taxes.  Attorney Hastings will do 

some research on this and report back to the board.   

At 11:24 a.m. seeing there was no additional business for the board, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.     

 

___________________________________                      ________________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman               Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 

 

 

 


